Lauren E. Kilmer
June 9, 1919 - August 13, 2010

Bud Kilmer was born on June 9, 1919 to Melvin and Rose Kilmer at their
home 12 miles West of Alva, Oklahoma on Highway 64. Bud is survived by his
two sons and one daughter, and their spouses: Don E. Kilmer of Yukon, OK;
Dean and Karen Kilmer of Waxahachie, TX; and Kay Ann and Jeff Lemen of
Oklahoma City, OK; three grandchildren and their spouses, Scott and Wendy
Kilmer, Keith and Michelle Kilmer, and Jonathan and Kelly Jordan, and seven
great grandchildren. Bud was preceded in death by his wife, Virginia M.
Kilmer; both his parents; seven brothers Marvin, Floyd, Jack, Harold, Ralph,
T.J., and Russell, and three sisters, Goldie, Dots, and Avis.

On February 8, 1942 he was married to Virginia Margaret Andrews while on a
weekend leave from the Army. They made their home in Alva, Oklahoma. Bud
and Virginia were married for more than 61 years before Virginia's passing in
2003.

Bud attended grade school at the Cora community building, and at the Mount
Vernon schoolhouse. After the eighth grade he went to Alva Senior High and
graduated in 1939. Bud attended one year of college at Northwestern in Alva.
Bud served in the Army for a total of eight years active duty and saw lots of
combat in Europe during World War Il, including the invasion of the Island of
Sicily, the beach head landings at Anzio and Solorano to eventually retake
Italy, the liberation of France, and finally the 45th Division fought its way to
Dakow Germany where they freed over 17,000 concentration camp prisoners



and buried more than 30,000 that had been put to death in the gas chambers.
After World War II, Bud served the Oklahoma Army National Guard for over
20 years. While in the Guard, he was called into active duty during the Korean
Conflict. He retired from his Army service as a Captain and the Battery
Commander of the 189th Field Artillery in Alva, Oklahoma.

On June 1, 1947, Bud was hired by Oklahoma Gas & Electric Company to be
a lineman. After several years of climbing poles and stringing wire, Bud was
promoted to Line Foreman B Class. During his 35 years of work with OG&E,
his line crew rebuilt the electric circuits for the cities of Alva, Wakita, Aline, and
Helena, in addition to assisting on most line services required for areas
located in Northwestern Oklahoma. Bud was very proud of the crew’s safety
record as they had only one day of lost service, due to an accident, in the 35
years that he worked for OG&E. Bud retired from OG&E in 1982 after having
a heart attack requiring a triple by-pass.

After returning from the Korean Conflict, Bud became an active member of the
Church of Christ. He helped build the two different Church buildings that the
congregation has used in Alva. Bud also served as an Elder in the Church for
ten years before resigning in 1984 due to his health conditions. For the next
16 years Bud and Virginia Kilmer became active in Christian works to help
small congregations throughout the United States, but principally in the
Southwest Region. Bud and Virginia helped start a group, the “So Journers”,
which are a group of Christian couples who travel together in teams of four or
five couples and visit congregations requesting assistance throughout the
Nation. Bud would often teach Bible classes, knock doors to invite people to
church, and always do handyman repairs on any project that a congregation
would need. These 16 years were some of the best times for Bud and Virginia,
as they got to travel and work together doing the Lord’s service. It was very
satisfying and gratifying to both of them.

In late 1999, Virginia became ill, and Bud moved them to the Oklahoma City
area in order to have more immediate health care. For the last 10 years of his



life, Bud has spent his time caring for the elderly that are sick or no longer
able to physically help themselves. In the Assisted Living Facility, you could
always find him either pushing someone in a wheel chair or picking up
something for another person that was unable to pick it up themselves. Bud
became a favorite to the residents as well as the local staff members, because
he was always pleasant and tried to help everyone.

Dad, this world will miss you as we will, but we know that you are with the

Lord and reunited with Mother. Love you lots and thank you for being our
earthly Father.
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Previous Events
Family Visitation

AUG 16. 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Wharton's Funeral Chapel

1302 Oklahoma Blvd.

Alva, OK 73717

(580) 327-1234
whartonchapel@gmail.com
https://www.whartonfuneralchapel.com/

Funeral Service

AUG 17. 2:00 PM (CT)

College Hill Church of Christ
1102 6th Street
Alva, Ok


mailto:whartonchapel@gmail.com
https://www.whartonfuneralchapel.com/

Tribute Wall

Our deepest sympathy is extended to you and your family in the
loss of your Dad. Fond memories of him and Virginia while we were
in Alva, and know that he will be missed by his family.

Larry and Carolyn Woods - August 17, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Don, Dean & Karen, Kay Ann and Jeff - We extend our sympathy to
you and to your family. We have very fond memories of our 6 years
in Alva - spending time at Bud and Virginia's home - enjoying their
swimming pool - ladies luncheon's - Virginia's good cooking. May
God bless you and be your comfort in the coming days. With our
love, Robert and Loretta Hamm

Robert & Loretta Hamm - August 17, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Dear Kilmer Family,

I am sad to hear of Bud's passing. | wish | could join you in Alva to
say, "Good-bye". When I think of "The Good Old Times" in Alva,
Bud and Virginia played a big part as they were very much involved
in all the church activities. Remembering church fellowships in their
home, the adults playing cards, the kids playing games downstairs
or enjoying the pool (which they were so generous to share) and
just the laughter and fun times we had, building good relationships. |
pray for your comfort and peace at this time. Take care.

Dana Hardiman-Jobe - August 17, 2010 at 12:00 AM



Reading Bud's obituary was inspiring. His was obviously a life well
lived in so many ways. He was an example of lifelong faithfulness to
the Lord. Our prayers are with you Scott, Don, and the whole family.

Lynn and Jan - August 16, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Don.. My deepest sympathy on the loss of your father. Kathy

Kathy(Walters) Racette - August 16, 2010 at 12:00 AM



