
Dale Leroy Dunnigan
August 31, 1938 - January 25, 2026

Dale, son of the late Roberta (Nicola) and Raymond Dunnigan, was born Aug.
31, 1938, in Alva, Ok and passed away Jan. 25, 2026, at age 87. 
Dale attended Longfellow School until 4th grade and then transferred to
Washington for fourth through sixth grade. He attended Horace Mann for 2
years in Junior high and graduated from Alva High School with the class of
1956. Dale started college at NWOSU in the fall and completed the semester. 

 He and his friend Edwin Meixner joined the USMC. After boot camp, Dale
served with the H.Q. company of the 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division at
Camp Pendleton as a company clerk. He then transferred to “A” Company, 1st
Engineer Battalion, 3rd Marine Division on Okinawa. His unit made
amphibious landings in South Korea and the Philippines and was on station at
Formosa and Quemoy Island during a tense time with China. After serving
over 15 months overseas, he returned to the U.S. and spent the last 6 months
in Barstow, Calif. 

 After his discharge, he came home, completing college and graduating with
the Class of 1965. Dale worked 2-3 jobs while going to school where he met
his wife, Della. They were married for almost 58 years at her passing in 2020.
To this union, their daughter Denise Lynn was born. 

 Dale and Della lived in Alva their entire married life in the home they built.
Dale worked 3 years at Alfalfa Electric in Cherokee. He then purchased his
first semi and became an owner operator for over 40 years. Dale owned 7
different semis and drove over one million miles. 



Dale met many fine people from Texas to N. Dakota in all kinds of weather. He
farmed and ran a small cow herd with his friend Don Lynch. Dale always
looked forward to harvest each year. 

 Dale was a member of Otterbein United Methodist Church for over 55 years
where he served in all capacities. Upon the church’s closure, he transferred
his membership to the First United Methodist Church in Alva. 

 In 2021, Dale met Carmen Eicken. They became engaged and enjoyed
several years together with Punkin, Dale’s beloved Boston Terrier. 
Besides his wife, he was preceded in death by niece Toni Bender and nephew
Mike Pfleider, his parents, a sister and infant brother. 

 Dale is survived by his daughter, Denise, and husband Chris Emmer of New
Orleans; niece Joni and Bill Foreman (Casper, Wyo.); nephew Greg Bender
(Kingfisher), niece Dannel Pfleider (Alva), nephew Steve and Barbara Walz
(Kiowa) and nephews Mike and Raquelle Walz (Alva) and Marc and Roberta
Walz (Alva) other relatives and friends. 

 

. 
 In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you consider a donation to the Alva

Senior Citizen’s Center or the First United Methodist Church in Alva.



Cemetery Details

Alva Municipal Cemetery

1698 Flynn Street
Alva, OK 73717

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 29. 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Wharton's Funeral Chapel
1302 Oklahoma Blvd.
Alva, OK 73717
(580) 327-1234
whartonchapel@gmail.com
https://www.whartonfuneralchapel.com/

Visitation

JAN 30. 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Wharton's Funeral Chapel
1302 Oklahoma Blvd.
Alva, OK 73717
(580) 327-1234
whartonchapel@gmail.com
https://www.whartonfuneralchapel.com/

mailto:whartonchapel@gmail.com
https://www.whartonfuneralchapel.com/
mailto:whartonchapel@gmail.com
https://www.whartonfuneralchapel.com/


Graveside

JAN 31. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Alva Municipal Cemetery
1698 Flynn Street
Alva Municipal Cemetery, OK 73717

Celebration of Life

JAN 31. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
626 College Ave.
Alva, Ok



Tribute Wall

Wharton Funeral Chapel - January 29 at 09:17 PM

View and Download the Funeral Program

Wharton Funeral Chapel - January 29 at 07:48 PM

Wharton Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory of Dale
Leroy Dunnigan

Wharton Funeral Chapel - January 29 at 07:48 PM

28 files added to the album Dale Memories Album

https://storage.lifetributes.com/Tributes/8331689/pdf/funeral-program.pdf?cb=f5ee0ba4-082d-472b-8834-c72e2002067a
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Julia Witherington - January 30 at 03:38 PM

Denise and Chris, 
I am so sorry about your dad. I am glad I am in town to be able to
celebrate his life. He was a good one. We definitely had the best.. We
sure kept these poor guys on their toes growing up... 

 Love ya!!! Julia Ryerson

C Lau - January 29 at 07:49 AM

Dear Denise and family, 
 Thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. Dale

was very special to us. We would visit with him as he often ate at
the 818 in the morning. He will be greatly missed. We are the ladies
who drank coffee on Wednesday and Friday. 
Sincerely, 

 Carolyn Gasaway 
 Karen Almgren 

 Cherie Lau

Carla Hale McKinzie - January 29 at 05:50 AM

Denise, thinking of you as you go through this loss. What a void
Alva will have without Dale! The Hale girls all loved him!

Natalie Case-Gifford - January 28 at 10:32 PM

I have decades of memories of Dale and
Della and a lifetime friend. The whole
community mourns with you, Denise.
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January 28 at 10:26 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Dale Leroy Dunnigan.

Barb and Steve Walz family Kiowa, KS - January 28 at 12:54 PM

Barb and Steve Walz family Kiowa, KS planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Dale Leroy Dunnigan.

Barb and Steve Walz family Kiowa, KS - January 28 at 12:54
PM

Barb and Steve Walz family Kiowa, KS
purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Dale Leroy Dunnigan.

https://www.whartonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.whartonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.whartonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.whartonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

